THE SUPREME WAR COUNCIL               285
Paris on the 4th, and on the 7th, when the question came
before the Rapallo Conference, I was given a revised draft
which had apparently been drawn up the previous evening
by Ministers attending the Conference. According to the head-
ing of this draft it had been c approved by the British and
French Governments.5 When the matter came up for discussion
at the Conference on the 7th I thought it best to withdraw
and did so, because as the proposal had received the approval
of the Government I was not in a position to say anything
about it, and I did not approve of it. I do not claim that my
opinion should have been asked. I merely say that it was not,
and that I had no opportunity of expressing it until the draft
had been approved by the Government, and then of course it
would not have been proper for me to express it.
" This correspondence is sent to you solely for your personal
information, and with no intention of raising the question
afresh in any shape or form. There never has been any ques-
tion as to the desirability of ensuring better co-ordination of
effort, and there has been no objection on the part of the
soldiers, so far as I know, as to the constitution of the Council
itself. Certainly not on my part. The only question to which
I have given attention is that of the status and duties of the
Military Representative. This is a soldiers5 question, and as it
has been dealt with in an official communication to the Cabinet
it is best that I should not refer to it here. I would merely
say that no Prime Minister, and more especially not Mr. Lloyd
George, would tolerate the position of deciding questions at
the Supreme Council and then having those decisions over-
ruled by the Home Government. This procedure would be
impossible and impracticable, to say nothing of loss of time.
Therefore we must, in practice, regard the Council as supreme,
and its military advisers as supreme from a military point
of view.
" Believe me,
" Yours very sincerely,
" W, N, ROBERTSON.*'
As for General Maurice's memorandum it supported the
statements in Robertson's letter.